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SUBJECT: TECHNICAL PENETRATION: PROTEST 


Message Text 


REE: STATE 136013, MOSCOW 11987 

1. IN HIS MEETING WITH SHULMAN TODAY, WE ASSUME THAT 
BESSMERTNYKH WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO MAKE SAME PITCH THAT 
FIRYUBIN MADE TO US YESTERDAY. EOLLOWING MAY BE USEFUL 
IN COUNTERING THESE ASSERTIONS: 


A. THE STATEMENT THAT "STAFE MEMBERS OF THE U.S. 

EMBASSY DESTROYED THE WALL OF A SMOKE VENTILATION PIPE 
OF THE HEATING SYSTEM OF BUILDING NUMBER 4, B. 

DEVYATINSKIY PEREULOK" IS PATENTLY FALSE. THE CHIMNEY 
IN QUESTION IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF BUILDING NUMBER 19, 

ULITSA CHAIKOVSKOGO, WHICH IS PART OF THE U.S. EMBASSY. 

THIS IS SHOWN CLEARLY AND EXPLICITLY ON THE EMBASSY SITE 
PLAN RECEIVED FROM UPDK, CERTIFIED BY SIGNATURES OF 
THREE SOVIET OEFICIALS, AND DATED MARCH 17, 1953. IT IS 
ALSO SHOWN ON NUMEROUS SOVIET RPT SOVIET FLOOR PLANS 
OF THE EMBASSY COMPLEX. IT SHOULD BE NOTED IN THIS 
CONNECTION THAT THE CHIMNEY IS SOURROUNDED ON THREE SIDES 
BY OTHER PARTS OF THE EMBASSY'S SOUTH WING, AND HAS NO 
RPT NO COMMON WALL WITH THE BUILDING AT 4. B. 
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DEVYATINSKIY PEREULOK. IT IS THUS CLEAR EROM SITE PLANS, 
FLOOR PLANS, AND INDEED THE EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF THE 
BUILDING THAT THE CHIMNEY IN QUESTION IS NOT, AND INDEED 
HAS NEVER BEEN, A PART OF THE BUILDING AT 4 B. 
DEVYATINSKIY PEREULOK. 


B. IT EOLLOWS FROM THE ABOVE, THAT THE MINISTRY'S 
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ASSERTIONS THAT THE EMBASSY HAS UNDERTAKEN "lELEGAL WORK" 
HAS NO BASIS IN EACT. INDEED, WE HAVE MADE NO STRUCTURAL 
ALTERATIONS ON LEASED PROPERTY, BUT HAVE MERELY EXERCISED 
OUR RIGHT, EULLY GUARANTEED BY INTERNATIONAL LAW, TO 
PROTECT THE PHYSICAL INTEGRITY OE OUR EMBASSY. 

2. THE TUNNEL WE HAVE DISCOVERED PASSES THROUGH OUR 
PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST 20 FEET. (FYI WE ARE UNABLE TO 
MAKE A PRECISE MEASUREMENT, BUT 20 FEET IS A VERY 
CONSERVATIVE MEASUREMENT; WE CONSTRUCTED OUR BARRIER WALL 
AT A POINT 17 FEET DOWN THE TUNNEL, TO MAKE SURE WE WERE 
WELL WITHIN THE PROPERTY LINE, BUT BELIEVE OUR PROPERTY 

LINE ACTUAELY PASSES ABOUT EIGHT FEET BEYOND OUR BARRIER, 

FOR A TOTAL OF 25 FEET.) THEREFORE, EVEN IF THE SOVIET 
ASSERTION THAT THE CHIMNEY IS NOT U.S. PROPERTY WERE 
TRUE, THEY WILL WOULD BE GUILTY OF A SERIOUS AND 
CALCULATED VIOLATION OF THE U.S. EMBASSY. 

3. IN EVENT CHARGE SHOULD BE CALLED IN BY MFA AGAIN, 

WOULD APPRECIATE CONTINGENT AUTHORITY TO REJECT OFFICIALLY 
SOVIET CEAIMS OF JURISDICTION OVER SOUTH WING CHIMNEY, 

USING ARGUMENTS IN PARA ONE ABOVE AND SUPPORTING SOVIET 
SITE PLANS AND FLOOR PLANS. MATLOCK 
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